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Health & Medicine’s mission is to build
power and momentum for social justice and
health equity in lllinois.

How We Work: We are an independent policy center that
conducts research, educates, and collaborates with other groups
to advocate policies and impact health systems to improve the

health status of all people.

Vision: A society free of social and health inequities so that

all people can attain their full potential.
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Letter from Our Leadership

Dear Friends,

As we reflect on the past year, we are proud

to share our 2025 Impact Report as a snapshot
of Health & Medicine’s work during a year of
resilience, momentum, and continued progress
toward health equity across lllinois. This report
captures the collective efforts of our staff,
board, Fellows, partners, and supporters who
show up day after day to advance justice in

health systems and public policy.

Founded by Dr. Quentin Young and Professor John McKnight to fight back against the Reagan
Administration’s attacks on public health, Health & Medicine has built on that legacy ever since.
Throughout 2025, we continued to engage in policy advocacy, research, and coalition-based
initiatives that address some of the most pressing public health challenges of our time. We hope
that as you read this Impact Report, you will be inspired by the work we have done together, fighting
forinitiatives that have strengthened the public health workforce, advanced reproductive justice,
organized for aging equity, promoted trauma-informed systems, and secured sustained public
health funding. Together with you, we have never wavered from our long-standing commitment to
confronting structural inequities and centering the voices of those most affected.

Health & Medicine’s role as a convener and collaborator remains central to our impact. Our progress
is rooted in deep relationships with community-based organizations, advocates, practitioners,
researchers, and students who bring expertise, urgency, and lived experience to this work. This year's
successes highlight the power of authentic partnership, coalition-building, and collective action.

As we look ahead, 2026 will be a milestone year for Health & Medicine, marking our 45th anniversary
and the Chicago Area Schweitzer Fellowship Program’s 30th anniversary. These anniversaries invite
us to reflect on the values that have guided us since our founding and to renew our commitment

to the future we are building together.

Thank you for standing with us, believing in this work, and helping make our impact possible.
We look forward to continuing this journey with you in the year ahead.

With gratitude,

% Siee Rothsculd]
A. Gita Krishnaswamy Steve Rothschild

Interim Executive Director Board President

2 | Health & Medicine | Impact Report 2025



Honoring Margie Schaps' Legacy

In December 2025, Health & Medicine honored the retirement of longtime

Executive Director Margie Schaps, recognizing her decades of leadership,

courage, and deep commitment to advancing health equity. During the retirement

celebration, Margie reflected on Health & Medicine's enduring belief that

meaningful change happens when we walk alongside one another in pursuit of

justice and equity.

For more than thirty years, Margie helped shape
Health & Medicine into a trusted force for policy
change and community-centered advocacy
across lllinois. She helped establish the
independent Cook County Health and Hospitals
System Board, strengthening governance,
accountability, and public stewardship within
one of the nation’s largest safety-net health
systems. She also advocated for stronger
Medicaid reimbursement policies, helping
secure more sustainable funding structures
that support access to care for communities
most impacted by inequity.

Margie's leadership was instrumental in
elevating aging as a critical health equity
issue. Through years of coalition-building and
policy leadership, she advanced reforms that
expanded home- and community-based
services and helped ensure older adults

can age with dignity and choice. This work
continues today through the ongoing
development of the lllinois Multi-Sector Plan
on Aging, a direct result of Health & Medicine's
dedicated advocacy under her leadership.

While Margie's official tenure has concluded,
her vision remains embedded in our culture
and work. In her honor, Health & Medicine

3 | Health & Medicine | Impact Report 2025

established the Margie Schaps Fund for

Emerging Public Health Challenges, a flexible
fund that enables us to respond quickly to
urgent and evolving issues. The fund supports
advocacy, research, convening, and rapid-
response efforts that often lack designated
funding, ensuring we can remain nimble

and responsive as new health equity
challenges arise.

Margie's legacy lives on through the people,
partnerships, and systems she helped
build—and in Health & Medicine’s continued
commitment to justice, community, and
lasting change.



Our Impact

At Health & Medicine Policy Research Group, our work is rooted in the belief

that every person deserves access to equitable, high-quality health care and the

opportunity to live a healthy life. In the past year, our programs have continued to

grow and evolve, addressing systemic challenges and building pathways to health

equity. From workforce development to aging equity and from community health to

trauma-informed practices, our interconnected initiatives reflect a comprehensive

approach to creating lasting change.

Aging Equity Center

Aging is a universal experience, yet it often
intersects with inequities that can leave older adults
marginalized. This year, our Illinois Aging Together
campaign achieved a landmark milestone with the
completion of the Multi-Sector Plan for Aging, with
Health & Medicine staff serving on the Community
Advisory Committee throughout its development.
Under contract with the Illinois Department on
Aging, we held nine engagement sessions with
hundreds of people and organizations across the
state to ensure the plan included the voices of

all. Released in January 2026, EngAging lllinois
establishes a decade-long roadmap for the state,
outlining strategies for creating livable and
connected communities, ensuring health for all
ages, investing in caregivers, and affording aging.

Chicago Area Health Education
Center (AHEC)

Our AHEC program connects education, training,
and career opportunities to strengthen the

health workforce in underserved communities.
This year, our Community Health Worker (CHW)
Youth Summer Pathway Program provided a
five-week paid training to 20 high school students
throughout Cook County. Maureen Burns, a recent
AHEC scholar herself and the program’s instructor,
co-authored an abstract about the summer
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program with AHEC Director Ronisha Edwards-
Elliott and presented highlights at APHA's annual
meeting in Washington, D.C.

Maureen shares, “Thank you, Health & Medicine,
for allowing me to have such a fabulous experience
as an intern and instructor of the CHW Pathway
Program—and to all the young CHWs in our
cohorts for caring about your communities and
using your voices.”

In addition, through the Speakers’ Bureau and
AHEC Scholars program, Chicago AHEC remains
committed to providing exposure to health care
careers to students in Chicago Public Schools,
lllinois universities, and beyond. “l am honored to
be a mentor and partner to such wonderful future
public health professionals,” Ronisha shares.

¢ WASHINGTON =5
WATETION CENTER
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Our Impact, continued

Chicago Area Schweitzer Fellowship
Program

The Chicago Area Schweitzer Fellowship Program
has been a vital element of the Chicago health
landscape since 1996, engaging developing health
professionals with community organizations to
pilot innovative approaches to health equity. Today,
their collaborations with underserved communities
in our region are more important than ever. By
working directly with community members to
design and implement critical service-learning
projects, the Fellows engage as effective allies

and build on existing community strengths. The
program supported 26 Fellows who dedicated over
6,300 hours of service, directly impacting more
than 2,300 community members.

In 2025, we strengthened the Schweitzer
Fellowship by gathering educational curricula

and programming strategies from previous
Fellows and sharing them with the current cohort,
allowing Fellows to build on the experiences and
lessons of those who came before them. We also
deepened connections with academic partners

Right: Nicole Walkowiak, RN, 2024-25 Frank J.
Indihar Fellow. Below: 2024-25 Chicago Area
Schweitzer Fellows

and community organizations to ensure the
Fellowship continues to meet the evolving needs
of our vital partners. Throughout the year, Fellows
implemented community-driven projects to
advance meaningful, lasting change, while alumni
from the program (Fellows for Life) pursued Seed
Grants to continue their project contributions,
supporting foot checks and accessible specialty
medical care for unhoused people, as well as
Advance Care Planning outreach to older adults.
Together, these efforts keep the Schweitzer
Fellowship a dynamic force for health equity while
equipping emerging leaders with the skills and
connections to partner with communities for

lasting change.




Our Impact, continued

Equity Intern Program

Drs. Marsie Hass and Scott Hite generously support
one equity intern each year through the HassHite
Equity Internship. Drs. Hass and Hite established
the named internship in 2023 to further the work of
Health & Medicine co-founder Dr. Quentin Young by
bringing more equity to health care. “Although there
have been many initiatives to further this goal by
educating and encouraging doctors to view health
equity as an inalienable right, the country has not
yet come far enough to actualize Dr. Young's vision,”
they say. Rooted in classical rabbinic teachings, Drs.
Hass and Hite believe that social policy legislation
should provide extra protection to those potentially
at a disadvantage. “We believe that we must
continue to do what we can to promote equity in
both health and medicine.”
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2025 Equity Interns

Left to right:
Ruth Nwatu
Andrea Kimpson*

Maureen Burns
Ray Lowstetter
Muhammad Saif Imtiaz

*HiteHass Equity Intern

“Health & Medicine is a place where every team
member is deeply passionate about improving
lives. This experience has been both a valuable
learning opportunity and a chance to connect
with dedicated advocates for health equity.”
—Ruth Nwatu, Spring 2025 Intern

“We support Health & Medicine because we
believe in their mission to advance health
equity and create a more just health care
system. Their work aligns with our commitment
to promoting equity and ensuring everyone has
access to the care and support they need.”
—NMarsie Hass MD, and Scott Hite MD



Our Impact, continued

Community-Based Birth Justice
Initiatives

This year, Health & Medicine partnered with

the Black Midwifery Collective and dozens of
community advocates to create a state strategic
plan for Community-Based Birth Justice. We
conducted several assessments and co-hosted an
annual summit to better understand how to grow
and sustain community-based birth workers and
out-of-hospital perinatal care. The strategic plan
will be ready in early 2026 and will include policy
and programmatic recommendations for improving
the infrastructure, workforce, funding, and patient
experience for community-based birth options.
Additionally, we continued our decades-long
leadership for the birth center movement through
chairing the lllinois Birth Center Task Force. With
five birth centers operating and two more in
development across the state, we will continue

our advocacy and other efforts to strengthen and
expand birth centers in lllinois in the years to come.

100"' stakeholders participated in the
first-ever lllinois Birth Justice Summit.

40+ community-based birth workers
contributed to the development of the
strategic plan.

“Our communities have never lacked
knowledge—we've lacked power and
resources. Historically, communities of color
have organized to secure a seat at the table;
this is a more formalized attempt to do
just that. This process is about restoring
both power and resources. When birth
workers are supported, respected, and
listened to, birthing people have better
outcomes and better experiences.”

—Star August Ali, Black Midwifery Collective

Executive Director & Founder, Certified Professional
Midwife CPM, LM, ASM, CD
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Good Jobs Chicagoland
The Good Jobs Challenge funded the training,

wraparound support, and administrative costs

for individuals from the South and West sides of
Chicago/Cook County to enter high-demand public
health and health care jobs. We trained future
CNAs, RNs, EMTs, paramedics, doulas, lactation
counselors, substance abuse and peer counselors,
and medical assistants to join the workforce.

“This grant will relieve a lot of financial burden
from our shoulders. My final goal is to become
a Doctor in Medicine, and | intend to spend the
next two years gaining clinical experience to
enhance my application. Thank you for making
this possible!”

—GJC Medical Assistant Student

338 individuals received free training
and supportive services to enter public
health and health care jobs.

207 secured employment as of the
grant ending in September.

40+ employer partners and 20 training
providers participated in pathways.



Our Impact, continued

Health Care Safety Net Center

The Health Care Safety Net Center at Health &
Medicine works to strengthen the safety net—
the policies, programs, and institutions that
provide health care for people who would
otherwise go without it. At the heart of this
Center’'s work is Health & Medicine’s longstanding
belief that health care is a human right and must
be honored and upheld as such. As health reforms
are enacted locally and nationally, and as federal
changes undermine the health care safety net, our
health systems reform leadership is increasingly
important. Our work develops thoughtful
implementation strategies to expand care for all
[llinois residents while ensuring stakeholder voices
are heard and integrated into new policies. Health
& Medicine works to expand insurance coverage
and strengthen it to better meet people’s health
care needs, with the ultimate goal of universal
coverage. We are a long-term supporter of Cook
County Health, which provides a majority of free
and reduced-cost care in Cook County.

Health Sector Workforce Initiatives

The Public Health Workforce Collaborative,
Chicagoland Healthcare Workforce Collaborative,
and Health Careers Youth Pathways Committee
bring together workforce stakeholders to identify
and address shared systems challenges that limit the
health workforce. We plan, learn, and work together
to ensure that health sector jobs are accessible,
equitable, and sustainable for workers, employers,
and communities. This year, we hosted bus tours to
introduce high school students to various career
options, strategized on how to address workforce
shortages at the Respiratory Therapy Summit, and
helped build infrastructure to enable community
organizations to take advantage of Medicaid
reimbursement, among many other activities.
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The Youth Advisory Council has been a critical
voice in shaping the youth pathways ecosystem,
building power through youth leadership and

100+

translating youth
needs into actionable

recommendations for

community

program leaders to
partners engaged . )
across the make their offerings

three workforce more culturally

collaboratives. responsive. The Youth
Advisory Council
meetings

and events hosted.

11 Learning

Collaboratives
hosted.

134 total CHW

participants.

provided resume
support for early-
career professionals,
connected their
peers with hands-on
career navigation
tools, and developed
and produced digital
outreach content
featuring inspiring stories of young health
professionals who have overcome barriers.

Additionally, we continue to support the growth
and sustainability of the Community Health Worker
workforce through convening the Suburban Cook
County CHW Learning Collaborative with the Sinai
Urban Health Institute and co-chairing the Illinois
Community Health Worker Association’s Workforce
Development Committee.

“By bringing together workers, training
providers, academic institutions, employers,
community organizations, funders, and other
stakeholders, we provide unique spaces for
partners to learn together, challenge each
other, and collaborate on effective strategies
that meet the needs of this growing, essential
workforce.”

—Anna Yankelev, Director of Strategic Workforce
Initiatives, Health & Medicine



Our Impact, continued

lllinois ACEs Response Collaborative

The lllinois ACEs Response Collaborative brings
together partners from across sectors to expand
understanding of Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs) and their lifelong impact on health and
well-being. Guided by a life-course and equity
framework, the Collaborative works to prevent
trauma, strengthen healing-centered systems,
and advance policies that reduce the frequency
and intergenerational transmission of ACEs.
Through education, advocacy, and cross-sector
coordination, the Collaborative amplifies the work
of communities and organizations across lllinois
and drives systems change rooted in resilience,
prevention, and healing.

On April 23, 2025, the lllinois ACEs Response
Collaborative stood with advocates and
policymakers for the first ACEs Awareness Day

in Springfield. The day highlighted the impacts

of ACEs and emphasized the need for increased
investment in prevention. The Collaborative
partnered with Prevent Child Abuse (PCA) lllinois
and others to organize the event. Representative
Michelle Mussman read the statewide
proclamation, reaffirming the commitment to
understanding and preventing childhood trauma,
with support from Representative Robyn Gabel.

Kristin Kaufman, Director of Programs, PCA, and
Mayra Diaz, Senior Policy Analyst, Health & Medicine,
at ACEs Awareness Day
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Adrian Rodriguez of the Healing-Centered lllinois
Task Force also spoke at the event and stressed
the need to improve workforce development and
cross-sector partnerships to address ACEs and
promote prevention.

Together, these efforts strengthened statewide
momentum for trauma prevention and healing-
centered policy. The Collaborative will continue
to advance a unified, cross-sector movement to
ensure that every child, family, and community in
lllinois can thrive.

Public Health Equity Center

Our Public Health Equity Center drives systemic
change by advocating for increased public health
funding, stronger local health departments,

and policies that address structural inequities.

In 2024, we launched the Fund Public Health
campaign, securing endorsements from nearly

90 organizations in a collective call for action.
Together, we advocated for increased local funding
for the Chicago Department of Public Health and
the Cook County Department of Public Health,
ensuring resources match the needs of our
communities. In 2025, we continued to build on this
momentum, pressing for increased public health
funding across the region.

Recognizing housing as a critical social
determinant of health, we also played a key role in
advancing housing justice in Chicago by supporting
ordinances for proactive housing inspections and
just cause evictions, reflecting our commitment to
addressing the root causes of inequity.

Finally, keeping collaboration at the heart of our
work, we helped develop a budget amendment
ordinance to strengthen public health funding
as part of the Public Health & Safety for Chicago
coalition, while our membership in the Cook
County Equity Fund Taskforce kept health equity
central to local policy decisions.



Our Impact, continued

Trainings on Trauma, Health & Healing

Health & Medicine's Trauma-Informed Training
Program equips professionals across lllinois with
the knowledge, tools, and shared language needed
to recognize the impact of trauma and promote
healing in their organizations and communities.
Rooted in public health and social justice, our
trainings bridge evidence-based information with
practical skills, helping participants reduce harm,
build trust, and strengthen environments where

staff, clients, and communities can thrive.

This year, our Trauma-Informed Training Program
reached participants across lllinois, including
undergraduate and

15 traini graduate health
rainings
« 6 Trauma and Health
e 6 Burnout and
Toxic Stress
» 3 Collective Trauma

330 participants

work students,
community health
workers, teachers

and educators,
medical assistants,
library staff, and
public interest and
immigration attorneys,
in sessions on trauma,
burnout, and collective harm. With support from
the lllinois Department of Public Health, we ran
trainings for health providers across the state who
work with recently arrived immigrant communities
in frontline roles, bolstering their knowledge and
skills in understanding manifestations of trauma,

Trauma is...

A threatening/harmful physical
or emotional experience to self
and others,

Overwhelms our ablity to
cope.

Affects functioning in multiple
domains.

integrating multi-level healing interventions, and
assessing their organizational strengths and needs
to continue this work sustainably. Overwhelmingly,
participants reported that our trainings enhanced
their understanding of and confidence in
addressing these topics in their work and would
recommend them to other professionals. We
closed with sessions on burnout, where we heard
from a range of workers about the unique stressors
emerging from the current political climate at an
unprecedented rate.

In fighting authoritarian attempts to erode social
cohesion and well-being, we believe that equipping
people with evidence-based, comprehensive, and
accessible information about how stress and harm
affect our health, along with tangible, actionable
healing tools, is one of our most imperative and
powerful tactics.

“Our Trauma-Informed Training Program pairs
evidence-based education with practical tools
to help organizations strengthen relationships,
reduce harm, and build supportive, equitable
environments. When people understand
trauma, burnout, and collective harm, they're
better equipped to create spaces where healing
and resilience can take root.”

—Hannah Shevrin, Training and Capacity-Building
Manager

of that a
without collective
ima is. le!




Our Impact, continued

Advocacy in Action

Solidarity Summit for A People’s Agenda

On May 17, 2025, Health & Medicine Policy Research
Group joined forces with seventeen Chicago-based
partners to convene the Solidarity Summit for a
People’s Agenda. The summit created space for
community members with diverse experiences

to engage in meaningful dialogue, learning, and
connection. Presenters discussed the historical
and contemporary forces that have shaped today’s
barriers to solidarity, particularly within the context
of immigration struggles. Guided by trained
facilitators, attendees participated in a series of
large- and small-group conversations and received
a toolkit to spark thoughtful discussion.

Throughout the summit, participants reflected
deeply on what it takes to build bridges across
communities that have long been pitted against
one another. Testimonies highlighted both the
obstacles and the possibilities ahead, with many
emphasizing the need to fully include groups

that have been routinely marginalized in these
discussions. The day closed with a sense of hope,
new information, and skills for participants to share
within their respective communities.

Public Health & Safety Coalition

In 2025, Health & Medicine served as one of six
anchor organizations steering the Public Health
and Safety (PHS) Coalition, playing a leading role

in shaping and advancing a historic campaign for
protections and investments that keep Chicago's
communities healthy and safe, especially amid

the ongoing attacks on our city by the federal
administration. Working alongside the PHS
coalition and the People’s Unity Platform, we made
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meaningful progress in this year’s city budget that
reflects years of organizing and prioritizes the
health, safety, and dignity of Chicagoans.

Health & Medicine took the lead on efforts to
protect funding for the Chicago Department of
Public Health (CDPH), a critical investment given
the recent expiration of COVID-19 dollars, which
made up a significant portion of CDPH'’s funding.
As a result of our efforts to engage the Mayor's
Office, City Council, and other city officials, we
prevented a reduction in funding for CDPH,
allowing the department to hold steady in 2026.

Along with this win, we played a supportive role in
securing these other victories:

« A new tax on social media corporations to
fund public mental health care and non-police
crisis response

« Redirection of 500 police department vacancies
toward critical public services

« Expanded investments in youth jobs and
increased early childhood funding

« $1billion TIF surplus reinvested into schools,
parks, libraries, and city services

« Prevention of a garbage tax hike on working

families

Despite facing a well-funded corporate opposition
backed by billionaire interests, our coalition
prevailed and made great strides in changing
the narrative. Our involvement helped bring the
idea of equitable revenue to the forefront of
the conversation, affirming what communities
have long said: corporations must pay their

fair share. These wins mark a significant step
toward changing the material conditions of our
neighborhoods and advancing a public health-
focused vision for Chicago’s future.



Driving Change: Testimony, Advocacy, Conference Presentations

Testimony O
&)
Testimony to Cook County Health Board of Directors
Delivered January 24, 2025
Wesley Epplin, Policy Director, delivered testimony
to the Cook County Health Board of Directors,
highlighting the urgent need to address immigrant
fears and threats caused by unjust ICE raids.
Recommendations included establishing a
dedicated committee, mandatory staff training on

immigrant rights, and improved legal support and
signage in health care facilities.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/2025-01-24-Testimony.
HMPRG-to-Cook-County-Health-Board.pdf

Rally Remarks-Rally Against Fascism

Delivered February 5, 2025

Wesley Epplin, Policy Director, gave remarks at the
Rally Against Fascism, warning against attacks on
public health and calling for collective action to
protect health equity and democracy.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/
wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2025-02-05-Remarks-
at-Rally-Against-Fascism.pdf

Press Conference Remarks—Hazel M. Johnson
Cumulative Impacts Ordinance

Delivered April 16, 2025

Wesley Epplin, Policy Director, delivered remarks

at a press conference supporting the Hazel M.
Johnson Cumulative Impacts Ordinance. Speaking
on behalf of both Health & Medicine and the
Collaborative for Health Equity Cook County,

he emphasized the urgent need to address
environmental racism and the unacceptable health
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inequities facing communities across Chicago,
calling on city leaders to recognize that protecting
public health is their most important responsibility.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/
wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-04-16-Wesley-
Epplin-HMPRG-Cumulative-Impact-Ordinance-Presser-
Remarks.pdf

Testimony to Cook County Board of Commissioners
Delivered July 16, 2025

Mayra Diaz, Senior Policy Analyst, delivered
testimony to the Cook County Board of
Commissioners during the FY2026 budget hearings.
The testimony called for increased corporate
funding for the Cook County Department of Public
Health, citing significant health inequities in
Suburban Cook County and the growing threat of
federal funding cuts, and included a request for an
$8 million increase in CCDPH'’s corporate funding
compared to FY2025.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/wp-content
/uploads/2026/06/2025-07-16-Testimony-to-Cook-
County-officials.pdf

Testimony to Chicago City Council

Delivered July 22, 2025

Mayra Diaz, Senior Policy Analyst, delivered
testimony to Chicago’s City Council at a hearing
for the Committee on Health and Human Relations.
The hearing focused on a resolution introduced
by Alderman Anthony Quezada and Alderwoman
Rossana Rodriguez-Sanchez condemning
disinformation from Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/wp-content
/uploads/2025/07/2025-21-07_Misinformation-Hearing-
Remarks_Health-Human-Relations-Committee.pdf
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Health & Medicine’s policy director, Wesley Epplin, met with Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson regarding the city’s
FY2026 budget, representing our Fund Public Health campaign and as one of the anchor organizations of the
Public Health & Safety Coalition.

Testimony to Cook County Board of Commissioners
Delivered October 15, 2025

Wesley Epplin, Policy Director, delivered testimony
to the Cook County Board of Commissioners
during the FY2026 budget hearings. The testimony
called for increased investment in public

health and stronger protections for immigrant
communities across Cook County and included
recommendations to strengthen the Cook

County Department of Public Health, safeguard
Cook County Health's sustainability, and defend
residents from harmful federal enforcement
practices.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/2025-10-15-Testimony-Cook-
County-Board-Budget-Hearing.pdf
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Advocacy :‘:QDO
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Press Conference Remarks—Fund Public Health
Delivered September 17, 2025

Wesley Epplin, Policy Director, spoke at a press
conference on behalf of the Fund Public Health
campaign. The remarks called on Mayor Johnson
and Chicago's City Council to commit $52 million
in additional corporate funding to the Chicago
Department of Public Health in FY2026, citing
longstanding health inequities, decades of public
health disinvestment, and threats to federal funding
under the current administration.

Read the full remarks here: www.hmprg.org/wp-content
/uploads/2026/06/2025-09-17-HMPRG-comments.-Fund-
Public-Health.-Presser-w.-Public-Health-Safety.pdf

Health Workers Oppose Violent and Unjust Actions
by Federal Agents

December 2025

Read the remarks here: hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.
com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Statement_-Health-
Workers-Oppose-Violent-and-Unjust-Actions-by-Federal-
Agents.docx.pdf


https://www.hmprg.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-10-15-Testimony-Cook-County-Board-Budget-Hearing.pdf
https://www.hmprg.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-10-15-Testimony-Cook-County-Board-Budget-Hearing.pdf
https://www.hmprg.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-10-15-Testimony-Cook-County-Board-Budget-Hearing.pdf
https://www.hmprg.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2025-09-17-HMPRG-comments.-Fund-Public-Health.-Presser-w.-Public-Health-Safety.pdf
https://www.hmprg.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2025-09-17-HMPRG-comments.-Fund-Public-Health.-Presser-w.-Public-Health-Safety.pdf
https://www.hmprg.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2025-09-17-HMPRG-comments.-Fund-Public-Health.-Presser-w.-Public-Health-Safety.pdf
https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Statement_-Health-Workers-Oppose-Violent-and-Unjust-Actions-by-Federal-Agents.docx.pdf
https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Statement_-Health-Workers-Oppose-Violent-and-Unjust-Actions-by-Federal-Agents.docx.pdf
https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Statement_-Health-Workers-Oppose-Violent-and-Unjust-Actions-by-Federal-Agents.docx.pdf
https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/Statement_-Health-Workers-Oppose-Violent-and-Unjust-Actions-by-Federal-Agents.docx.pdf

Driving Change, continued
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Conference Presentations

Making All Jobs Good Jobs: Workforce Development
Strategies that Improve Job Quality

Presented by Anna Yankelev

Too many workers, particularly Black, Brown,

and immigrant workers, are trapped in bad jobs:
jobs that do not pay a living wage, offer benefits
or opportunities for advancement, or otherwise
treat workers fairly and with respect. This session
explored alternative strategies that improve

job quality, including building worker power and
centering workers in workforce development
design and delivery, co-enforcing policies that
improve job quality, and collaborating with

new (and familiar) partners.

Private/Public Partnership to Sustain, Elevate,

and Expand the CHW Workforce

Presented by Makeda Coutee, Kim Jay,

Darcie Moller, Gillian

Health & Medicine had the honor of presenting at
the lllinois Public Health Association’s 84th Annual
Public Health Workforce Conference. Our session
brought together leaders and partners committed
to building a stronger future for Community Health
Workers (CHWSs) across lllinois. We're grateful

for the opportunity to share our work, exchange
ideas, and continue pushing forward solutions
that advance equity, sustainability, and recognition
for CHWs.

14 | Health & Medicine | Impact Report 2025

Teen CHWs: Investigating the Challenges and
Benefits of Engaging Marginalized Youth in

CHW Training

By Ronisha Edwards-Elliott and Maureen Burns

An abstract co-authored by Ronisha Edwards-
Elliott, Director of Chicago AHEC and Workforce
Programs at Health & Medicine, and Maureen
Burns, Community Health Worker and instructor
for Health & Medicine’s Summer High School CHW
Pathway Program, was accepted for presentation
at the 2025 American Public Health Association
(APHA) Annual Meeting.

The research examines opportunities and
challenges associated with training teenagers

as Community Health Workers (CHWs) in Cook
County. Building on Health & Medicine's Summer
High School CHW Pathway Program, the study
explores existing training opportunities, barriers
to youth participation, and the potential for CHW
training to introduce young people to careers in
public health. The findings contribute to ongoing
conversations about expanding and strengthening
the CHW workforce in Illinois.

Read the abstract here: https://hmprgjpstg.
wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/
APHA-Abstract-Ronisha-and-Maureen-3-26-25.pdf


https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/APHA-Abstract-Ronisha-and-Maureen-3-26-25.pdf
https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/APHA-Abstract-Ronisha-and-Maureen-3-26-25.pdf
https://hmprgjpstg.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/APHA-Abstract-Ronisha-and-Maureen-3-26-25.pdf

In the Media

Media Consultation and Press Coverage in 2025

As a trusted resource on health equity matters in lllinois, Health & Medicine elevates issues of health
and social justice by collaborating with the media. This coverage serves to increase attention to

core issues, provide accurate information and analysis to the public, and raise awareness of Health

& Medicine's mission and programming. Throughout the year, Chicago Sun-Times, Crain’s Chicago
Business, lllinois Health News, WBEZ, and other news outlets sought insights from Health & Medicine
for coverage of various public health and health-related topics.

Medicaid Advocacy

PUBLISHED: February 24, 2025 OP-ED: April 29, 2025

Commentary: Republicans’ threatened Medicaid Even ifyou don’t depend on Medicaid, you'll
cuts would cause disease, death and destruction likely be hurt if Republicans cut it

Crain's Chicago Business/Forum MSNBC/MS NOW

Read the article here: Read the article here:

PUBLISHED: February 24, 2025 PUBLISHED: March 4, 2025

What lllinois faces if congressional Republicans Can Medicaid escape Republican

slash Medicaid Congressional cuts?

Crain’s Chicago Business/Forum The 21st Show, lllinois Public Media/NPR
Read the article here: Listen to the interview here:

From

3 Trumes .
G



https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-forum-whats-ahead-medicaid/medicaid-cuts-are-detrimental-everyones-health-opinion/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-forum-whats-ahead-medicaid/medicaid-funding-cuts-could-hit-illinois-hard
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-forum-whats-ahead-medicaid/medicaid-funding-cuts-could-hit-illinois-hard
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/crains-forum-whats-ahead-medicaid/medicaid-funding-cuts-could-hit-illinois-hard/
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/medicaid-cuts-republicans-trump-rcna203010
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/medicaid-cuts-republicans-trump-rcna203010
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/medicaid-cuts-republicans-trump-rcna203010 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Monv7usEK1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Monv7usEK1I
https://will.illinois.edu/21stshow/story/can-medicaid-escape-republican-congressional-cuts

In the Media, continued

Politics & Policy

PUBLISHED: April 16,2025

Supporters rally for industrial zoning ordinance
aimed at curbing pollution

Crain’s Chicago Business

Read the article here:

PUBLISHED: August7,2025

Letter to the editor:

Very few left unscathed with ‘Big Beautiful Bill’
Chicago Sun-Times

Read the letter here:

OP-ED: October 29, 2025

Opinion: Chicago’s progress on safety shows
Johnson'’s head tax deserves support

Crain’s Chicago Business

Read the article here:

CRAIN'S CHICAGO BUSINESS

CRAINS CHICAGO BUSINESS

Supporters rally for industrial zoning ordinance aimed
at curbing pollution

Even if you don’t depend on Medicaid, you'll
likely be hurt if Republicans cut it

THEZ

2ls;

SHOW

City leaders and community activists ralied outside City Hall to support new legislation
aimed at reversing decades of environmental harm in Chicago's Black and Brown
neighborhoods, where polluting industries have long been concentrated.

The impact wouldn’t just be felt by
individuals, but it would also be
felt by state governments and by
hospitals and health workers.

CHICAGO
SUN-TIMES
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https://www.chicagobusiness.com/politics/supporters-push-hazel-johnson-industrial-zoning-ordinance
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/politics/supporters-push-hazel-johnson-industrial-zoning-ordinance
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/politics/supporters-push-hazel-johnson-industrial-zoning-ordinance
https://chicago.suntimes.com/letters-to-the-editor/2025/08/07/trump-beautiful-bill-health-care-texas-pritzker-gerrymandering-potholes
https://chicago.suntimes.com/letters-to-the-editor/2025/08/07/trump-beautiful-bill-health-care-texas-pritzker-gerrymandering-potholes
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/opinion/chicagos-declining-crime-shows-head-tax-deserves-support-oped?share-code=17617730909121665-19a31fe54ba&utm_id=gfta-ur-251029
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/opinion/chicagos-declining-crime-shows-head-tax-deserves-support-oped?share-code=17617730909121665-19a31fe54ba&utm_id=gfta-ur-251029
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/opinion/chicagos-declining-crime-shows-head-tax-deserves-support-oped?share-code=17617730909121665-19a31fe54ba&utm_id=gfta-ur-251029  

2025 Health & Medicine Awards Gala

Each year, Health & Medicine hosts an Awards Gala at which we honor extraordinary public health

leaders whose work embodies our shared commitment to equity and social justice. Congratulations to

this year's award winners!

Health Awards

Jesus “Manny” Estrada

Chief Operating Officer, Cermak Health Services,
Cook County Health

Booker Marshall

Manager of Health Education, Potocsnak Family
Division of Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine,
Lurie Children’s Hospital

Medicine Award
Dan Lustig, PsyD, CAADC, CODPII
President & CEO, Haymarket Center

Policy Award
Dalia Galvan Morales
Associate Director of Strategy and Government

Relations, Erie Family Health Centers

Research Award
Corinne Kodama, PhD
Senior Research Analyst, Women Employed

Group Award
Promoviendo, Abogando y Educando por la Salud
(PAES) Network, Enlace Chicago

Emerging Leader Award

Dayna Pham

Medical Student, University of Chicago
Pritzker School of Medicine

Psoriatic Disease Advocate, National Psoriasis
Foundation
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With Gratitude

Health & Medicine expresses sincere gratitude for all of those who have made our work possible in
2025—individual one-time donors, monthly donors, funders, event sponsors, and contributors to
our Summer and Winter Friends campaigns.

$100,000 and above

Chicago Community Trust

Chicago Cook Workforce Partnership
Cook County Department of Public Health
Michael Reese Health Trust

University of lllinois at Chicago

$50,000-$99,999

Chicago Department of Public Health
lllinois Department of Public Health
J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation
Rachel Kohler and Mark Hoplamazian
Polk Bros. Foundation

RRF Foundation for Aging

Rush University

Schreiber Philanthropy

Telligen Community Initiative

VNA Foundation

$25,000-549,999

Anonymous

ATHENA Fund

Chicagoland Workforce Funder Alliance
Community Memorial Foundation

Otho SA Sprague Memorial Institute

$10,000-$24,999
Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
Crown Family Philanthropies

Mike & Karen Koronkowski
Metropolitan Tenants Organization
Northwestern University

Jessie Reuteler

Adele Simmons

University of Chicago

$5,000-$9,999
ACLU of lllinois
Lon Berkeley
Claudia Fegan
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Nancy & Tom Hanson

Marsie Hass & Scott Hite

Health Management Associates
Joseph & Bessie Feinberg Foundation
Ashok Jagasia

Sara Jean Lindholm

Midwestern University

Lisa Oppenheim & Steven Rothschild
Caryle & Robert Perlman

John Raba & Suzie Muellman

Anna Rappaport & Peter Plumley
Robert & Marie Weissbourd

Rosalind Franklin University

$2,500-$4,999

Janice L. Benson & Barry Mizock
Julie Hamos

Susan Rogers

Margie Schaps & Jack Doppelt
Gordon Schiff & Mardge Cohen

$1,000-$2,499

Age Options

Allan Alson & Sue Ann Glaser

Bayer Pharmaceuticals

Leatrice Berman Sandler & Stephen Sandler
Suzanne Carlberg-Racich & Blake Racich
CFL Workforce & Community Initiative
Conlon Public Strategies

CPASS Foundation

Raymond Curry & Kristi Kirschner

Karol Dean & Ralph Cataldo

Michael Eisenbud

Mary Pat Eitzen & Robert Bowser

Enlace Chicago

Erie Family Health Centers

Sodabeh Etminan & Azar Majeed

Bonnie Ewald & Jacob Foreman

Joseph Freeman

Joy L. Getzenberg



With Gratitude, continued

Robyn Golden

Barbara Goodman & Seth
Weinberger

Larry J. Goodman

Ada Mary Gugenheim & Jon Will

Haymarket Center

Fikry Ibrahim & Mona Rizk Ibrahim

Rebecca Janowitz

Kiran Joshi

Jack Kaplan & Marian Macsai

Robert & Barbara Katzfey

Thomas Kim

Chad Konchak & Juleigh Nowinski
Konchak

Paul Lehman & Ronna Stamm

Myrtis Meyer & Martin Cohen

Anna Murphy

Linda Rae Murray

NAMI Chicago

Northwestern IPHAM

Gayle Riedmann

Anthony & Jane Rothschild

Amy Squires

Sarah Squires-Doyle

Heather Steans

Lawrence Suffredin & Gloria
Callaci

UIC School of Public Health

Mildred Williamson

Marsha Yankelev

Joseph Zanoni & Albert Prieto

Sheldon Zenner & Ellen Morgan

$500-$999

Claudia Baier

Julie Biehl

Carol Blendowski

William Chamberlin & Kathleen
Campbell

Kathy Chan

Fay Clayton

Barbara Flynn Currie

Fernando De Maio

Sydney Doe

Misty Drake

Joe Feinglass & Mardi Klevs

Michael Gelder & Mary Rita
Luecke

Craig Golden

Thomas Granatir

Rachel Hayman & Edward Michael

Arthur Hoffman & Paula Weinbaum

Anne Krantz

Carolyn C. Lopez

Michael Losoff & April Singer

Amy Lulich

Sharmili Majmudar

Gina Massuda-Barnett

Jennifer McGowan-Tomke &
Christopher Tomke

David Melton & Nancy Segal

Phyllis & Michael Mitzen

David Orr & Kim Bobo

Olyvia Phillips

Mary Pounder

Patrick Quinn

Susan Reed & Ed Schwartz

Lisa Rosenberg

Rachel Rubin

Leonard & Linda Rubinowitz

Patricia Rush

Erica Salem & Patrick Lenihan

Robert & Lezli Schiff

John Jay & Robin Adair Shannon

Renslow & Dorothy Sherer

Audrey Stillerman & David
Freedman

Dan Swartzman

Kai Tao

Katie & Jeff Thiede

Karin Weaver

Anita Weinberg & Mark Miller

Tom Wilson

Below $500

Mignon Adeloye

Aviva Alter & Alan Lerner

Joseph Altonji & Cynthia
Nethercut

Michael Angarone

Brad Appelhans

Susan Avila

Ndang Azang-Njaah

Marla Baker

Brenda Barnes Jamieson

Elizabeth Berkeley

Kay Berkson & Sidney Hollander




With Gratitude, continued

Kate Birdwell

Babette Black

Anne B. Blanton

Jim Bloyd and Cynthia Lilagan
Alison Bouchard

Molly Bougearel

Deborah Brown

Matthew Bruce

Steven & Nancy Buban
Colleen Burns

Debra Carey

Arturo Carrillo & Natalia Segura
Rowland Chang

Mary Chaudhry

Fran Chukerman

Sheri Cohen

Jeffrey Collord

Alice Dan

Mort & Reva Denlow

Sheila Dowd

Mary Driscoll

Peg Dublin

Mary Dudek

Sheila Dugan

Arthur Elstein

Barbara Engel & Jesse Hall
Bruce Ente

Sunny Fischer

Gail Fischer & Eric Gyllenhaal
Missy Fleming & Jack Block
Lucia Flores

Ken Fox

Andrea France

Lee Francis & Michelle Gittler
Edith Freeze

Tanya & Judith Friese
Sylvia E. Furner

Deborah Gaebler-Spira
Naji Garcia

Ausannette Garcia-Goyette
Judith Kegan Gardiner
Lynne Garner

Rob Garofalo

Moriah Gelder

Julie Gesin

Demetris Giannoulias

Deresha Gibson

Ed Gogol

Rachel Gold

Betsy Goldstein

lldemaro Gonzalez

Merrill & Karen Goozner

Kathye Gorosh

Arvind & Renu Goyal

Raymon Grossman

Ann-Louise Haak

Lindsay Hagy

Ellen Hamilton

Arden Handler

Blair Harvey

Jordan Hatcher

Carol & Kenan Heise

Emily Hendel & Matthew Lang

John & Toni Henle

Sophia Hermann

Liliana Hernandez

Sarah Hess

Aunita Marie Hill

Sally & Carlos Hojvat

Nara Hojvat-Gallin & Joshua Gallin

Ryan Holmgren

Siggi Holmgren

Michelle Hughes

Lily & Ferris Hussein

Alejandra Ibanez

Joel Jackson

Martha Jacob & Dick Campbell

Christine Johnson & John
Swenson

Richard Juarez Sr.

Cathy Junia

Jan Kalmar & Ben Galewsky

Linda Kampe

Rich Kaplan & Jessie Kauffman

Nicole Kazee

Joanne Kinoy & Mark Weber
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Ingrid Klauss

Michael Koetting & Barbara Shaw
Diane Kondratowicz

Nora Kropp

Beth Lange

Jake Lawrence

Elizabeth Lee

Joan D. Levin

Daniel Liguori

John Lothian

Sarah Love

Rene Luna

Susan Lynch

Geeta Maker-Clark & Todd Clark
Benetta Mansfield

Booker Marshall

Melissa Martin

Ellen Mason & Henry Cjetin
Meghan Mason

Carron M. Maxwell

Laura McAlpine & Jeanne Kracher
James & Sharon McGowan
Robert McKersie

Nell McKitrick

Ben & Diane Melnick
Connie Mennella-Zasso
Joanna Michel

Erik Mikaitis

Andrea Miller-Finch
Berneice Mills-Thomas
Helen Minsker

Darcie Moeller

Dalia Galvan Morales
Darby Morhardt

Naoko Muramatsu

Joseph Musco

Tiara Muse

Nathan Nichols

Allison Nichols

Judith Norsigian

Mary O'Donnell

Sasha Ongtengco

Karin J. Opacich



With Gratitude, continued

“Across lllinois, we brought partners
together to move policy, invested in
the next generation of health
leaders, and continued calling for a
fully funded public health system.
Our work is rooted in collaboration
and guided by a simple belief—that

Peter Orris & Sita Rao

Vero Ortiz

Jeanine Otte

Judy Panko-Reis & Sheldon Reis

Kirsten Peachy

Monica Peek

John Peller

Jimmy Phillips

Dorothea Poulos & Dimiri
Dimitroyannis

Sameen Qadir

Richard Quinn

Lynn Railsback & Duane Ehresman

Jane Ramsey

Usha and Sumant Ranji

Barbara Ransby & Peter Sporn

Hedy M. Ratner

Priyanka Reddy

Rachel Reichlin

Carmen Reid

Chris Reif & Lyn Mitchell

Peggy Reins

Robert Remer

David Rice

Ezekiel Richardson

Sarah Rittner

Marcela Rodriguez

Deborah Rosenberg & Peter Scheff
Emmy Rothschild

Julianne G. Russell & Steve Cetjin
Stephanie Salgado
Elizabeth Salisbury-Afshar
Jack Salmon & Agatha Gallo
Laura Samson

Dave & Liz Schaps

Ann Rakoczy

Tracie Screven

David Shevrin

Susan & Robert Sholtes
Lorna Shopland Werntz
Allison Siebeneck

Nanette Silva

Zina Simmons

Rebecca Singer

Abigail Sivan

Andy Slater & Rene Matatia
Cathy Song

Padraic Stanley
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every community deserves the

opportunity to thrive.”

—A. Gita Krishnaswamy, Interim Executive

Director, Health & Medicine

Nikki & Fredric Stein
Nancy & Jerome Stermer
Jeana Stewart

Lauren Stokes

Dan & Christine Terkell
Sidney Thomas

Meg Tomlins

Walter Tsou

David & Bonita Turner
Crystal Tyler

Kevin Tyson

Jim & Katherine Valek
Carmen Velasquez
Sarah Wagener

Babs Waldman & Avi Shaked
Lee-Lin Wang

Richard Weil

Colleen Westerfield
Lori Wilken

James Woodruff

Polly Young & Bill Veale



2025 Board of Directors and Staff

Board of Directors

Founding Chairman
Quentin D. Young, MD

Executive Committee Officers

President
Steven K. Rothschild, MD*

Immediate Past President
Claudia Fegan, MD*!

Vice President
Suzanne Carlberg-Racich,
PhD, MSPH*

Treasurer
Lon Berkeley*T

Secretary

Jennifer McGowan-Tomke, MPH*

Board Members

Misty Drake, MA

Joe Feinglass, PhD

Michael Geldert

Robyn L. Golden, MA, LCSW
Julie Hamos, JD

Amy C. Lulich, MHA

Rene David Luna, MA

Ray Mendez, MD, MA
Yadira Montoya, MSPH
Linda Rae Murray, MD, MPH
Olyvia Phillips, MPH, MBA

Rachel Reichlin, MPH, MSN, CTN-B

Ezekiel Richardson, MD
Gayle Riedmann, CNM
Melissa Simon, MD, MPH
Kai Tao, ND, MPH, CNM

Mildred Williamson, PhD, MSW*

Tom Wilson*
Joseph Zanoni, PhD, MILR

*Executive Committee Member
TPast President
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Staff

Margie Schaps, MPH
Executive Director Emerita

A. Gita Krishnaswamy,
MEd, MPH
Interim Executive Director

Marcia Burgess
Workforce Logistics
Coordinator

Tanicia Burns

Program Coordinator,
Chicago Area Schweitzer
Fellowship

Leandra Carlyle
Events & Operations
Associate

Jessica Coffee, PharmD
Chicago Area Health

Education Center Coordinator

Makeda Coutee

Workforce Initiatives Manager

Karol Dean, PhD
Program Director, Chicago
Area Schweitzer Fellowship

Mayra Diaz MPH, MSW, LSW
Senior Policy Analyst

Ann Duffy
Director of Finance &
Operations

Ronisha Edwards-Elliott, LSW,
CHW, PhD

Director, Chicago AHEC &
Workforce Programs

Wesley Epplin, MPH
Policy Director

Tanicia Burns
Schweitzer Fellows Program
Coordinator

Emily Gallion
Grants & Communications
Manager

Mia Hayford
Career Pathways Analyst

Matt McClintock
Youth Initiatives Manager

Alizandra Medina
Health & Aging Organizer

Hannah Shevrin
Training & Capacity Building
Manager

Shannon Sweetnam, MA, MFA
Director of Development &
Communications

Anna Yankelev, MPH, MBA
Director of Strategic
Workforce Initiatives



Board of Directors and Staff, continued

Staff Affiliations

Age Inclusive Management
Strategies—Illlinois

Alliance for Research in
Chicagoland Communities
BRIDGES Community
Planning Team

Chicagoland Community Health
Worker Training Alliance

Chicago Foundation for Women
(Giving Circle)

Chicago Healthy Housing
Coalition

Chicago Housing Justice League

Chicago Women in Philanthropy

Collaborative Action Team
training for Community
Health—Older adult Network
(CATCH-ON)

Collaborative for Health Equity
Cook County (Leadership
Team)

Health & Medicine facilitates:

Community Advisory Council
for lllinois’ Multi-sector Plan
for Aging

Cook County Community
Information Exchange Steering
Committee

Fix Our Homes lllinois

Healthy Illinois Campaign

[llinois Childhood Trauma
Coalition

lllinois Community Health
Workers Association

[llinois Family Caregiver Coalition

[llinois Public Health Association

Nominating Committee for the
Independent Board of the
Cook County Health System

National Albert Schweitzer
Fellows Program Collaborative

Network of Employer-led
Workforce Solutions (NEWS)

IlLinois Aging
Together

THE ALBERT
SCHWEITZER
FELLOWSHIP

Chicago Area

ILLINOIS
§ ) COMMUNITY-BASED

. BIRTH
JUSTICE

~  STRATEGIC PLAN

A\\*:

PUBLIC
HEALTH

WORKFORCE
COLLABORATIVE

CHICAGO

ILLINOIS

AHE(

network

lllinois Birth Center
Task Force
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CJ HEALTHCARE
WORKFORCE
COLLABORATIVE

The lllinois

ACEs Response
Collaborative

Northwestern Program in
Public Health (Community
Engagement Committee)

Partnership for Healthy Chicago

Cook County Equity Fund
Taskforce

Protect Our Care Illinois

Resilient Schools Certification
Steering Committee

Resources and Programs for
Increasing Diversity in Health
Professions (RAPID-IL)
Advisory Board

University of lllinois Center for
Healthy Work (Advisory Board)

University of lllinois Chicago
School of Public Health
Partner Advisory Board

HEALTH CAREERS

YOUTH»»»
PATHWAYS
COMMITTEE

FUND
PUBLIC
HEALTH



Advisory Councils & Committees

Birth Center Task Force

Kirby Adlam

Juanita Ahuchuetzin
Montoya

Timika Anderson-Reeves

Star August

Mary Kay Ayers

Claudia Baier

Julie Banas

Urvi Banjeree

Cara Bergo, PhD MPH

Lon Berkeleyw

Mandy Bernard

Skye Blackwell

Abbi Bloedel

Jamie Boller

Mindy Brancamp

Michelle Brown

Mickie Brown

Arianna Chavis

Sharon Cox, DNP, MSN, RN

Pearl Darling

Ronisha Edwards-Elliott

Christina Eichelberg, CNM

Ashleigh Evans

David Faich

Maggie Flanagan

Symphony Fletcher

Ausannette Garcia-Goyette

Abigail Geller

Brandi Gowder

Shannon Green, PhD

Stacy Green

Angel Griffin

Arden Handler

Stephanie Harper

Lauren Harriett

Shauna Harrison

Beth Helme-Smith

Nikki Helms

Amy Hill, APN, CNM

George Houston

IndiGo

Jen Jaume

Sumati Joshi

Lesley Kennedy

Elizabeth Koch

Lauren Kraakevik
Schultz, CNM

Nora Kropp

Amy Lakin

Rita Ledbetter

Andrea Lee

Stella Lee

Debra Lowrance, DNP,
APRN, CNM

Lauren Maggi

Ellen Mason

Lissah Mason

Chastity Mays

Heather McCullough

Lauren McCullough

Rachel McKinney

Autumn Mels

Aubrey Meunier

Norma Narsa

Anne Nicholson Weber

Dele Ogunleye

Victoria Osborne

Brielle Osting

Andrea Palmer

Annette Payot

Crystal Pirtle Tyler,
PhD, MPH

Rachel Reichlin

Jaime Richardson, CNM

Gayle Riedmann

Cammy Roe

Jay Rowell

Tina Samuel

Joe Santiago

Margie Schaps

Hilary Schlinger

Kristen Schloz

Ambika Seshadri

Michelle Sexton, FNP

Arlene Smock

Chris Smyre

Mary Sommers
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Selena Stegeman

Sarah Stetina

Karie Stewart

Ashley Stroot, CNM
Ariel Swift

KaiTao

Jamie Turner-Rose, CNM
Jeanine Valrie Logan
Leta Vega

Kathy Waligora

Corinne Westing, CNM
Emily White VanGompel
Alasdair Whitney

Laura Wiegand

Anna Yankelev

Chicago Area Schweitzer
Advisory Council

Ray Mendez, MD, MA
(Council Chair)
Karen Aguirre, MPH
David Ansell, MD, MPH
Claudia Baier, MPH
Frangois Blumenfeld-
Kouchner, MA, PhD, DO
Raymond Curry, MD
Misty G. Drake
Sue Etminan, DMD, MPH
Bonnie Ewald, MA
Eva Hernandez-Thomas,
MSN
Rohan D. Jeremiah,
PhD, MPH
Kohar Jones, MD
Sarah Kasprowicz, MD
Diane M. Kondratowicz, PhD
Edwin K. McDonald IV, MD
Robert C. McKersie, MD
Rajesh Parikh, MD, MPH
Lisa Rosenberg, PhD, RN
Steven Rothschild, MD
Abigail Sivan, PhD
Harvey Wigdor, DDS, MS
Sandra Wilks, RN, MSN, CNE

Chicago Area Schweitzer
Fellows Program,
Fellows for Life Steering
Committee

Nadia Barrera, DPT

Nyahne Bergeron, MPH

Kelli Bosak, LCSW

Eddie Burks, MEd, PsyD

Rebecca Charles, MPH, JD

Kristina Davis, MPH, MSN

Brice Jones, MS

Emi Kaori, DDS

Sue Etminan, MPH, HPA, DMD

Symphony Fletcher

Amina Ghalyoun, PharmD,
BCACP

Aster Harrison, OTD

Bernice Man, PharmD

Katherine (Kat) Palmer, MD

Jessica Rodriguez

Padraic Stanley, MSW, LCSW

Sarah Wagener, MPH

Julia Walczak, RN

Benson Wright, MS

Lala Young, MD

Raheem Young, MBA, DBA

lllinois ACEs Response
Collaborative Advisory
Council

Blanca Campos, MPA
Maria Degillo

Sarah Hess, JD

Jayeti Newbold, MA
Jen McGowan-Tomke, MPH
Andrea Ortez
Jaqueline Samuel, PhD
Mashana Smith, PhD
Audrey Stillerman, MD
Elena Quintana, PhD
Marlita White, LCSW
Asif Wilson, PhD



Advisory Councils & Committees, continued

lllinois Aging Together

Campaign Advisory

Committee

Jaquie Algee

Susan Alitto

Carol Aronson

Jennifer Belkov

Cristine Ben

Marc Blesoff, JD

Katrina Boatright

Julie Bobitt, PhD

Amy Brennan, MPP

Jennifer Brasfield, MSW,
MA, DCS

Peter Byer, MSW

Ellen Byrne, MPP

Meghan Carter

Tracey Colagrossi, MS

Calmetta Coleman

Theresa Collins

Cathy Contarino

Sharon Dornberg-Lee

Camille Ellison

Bonnie Ewald, MPP

Marla Fronczak, MSNM

Michael Gelder

Robyn Golden, LCSW

Angelica Guillen

Jared Hoffman

John Holton, PhD

Katherine Honeywell

Leslé Honoré

Bailey Huffman, MSW

Courtney Hughes, MS, PhD

Susan Hughes, PhD

Kim Hunt, MUPP, MPP

Emily Jackson

Marsha Johnson

Richard Juarez

Elaine Jurkowski, MSW, PhD

Vincent Keenan, MSPH, CAE

Joanne Kelly
Gretchen Knowlton
Adriana Krasniansky
Amy Krause

Winnie Lam, MSW
Britta Larson
Margaret LaRaviere
Diane Limas

Sara Lindholm
Glenda Love

Rose Mabwa

Ryan McGraw, MS
Phyllis Mitzen

Darby Morhardt, PhD
Naoko Muramatsu, PhD
David Olsen

Crispina Ojeda Simmons
Joy Paeth

Laura Payne, PhD
Kirsten Peachy
Marta Pereyra

Susan Real

Tish Rudnicki

Becky Salazar

Kim M. Schaefer, CIRS/AD

Jennifer Schindl, MS
Susanne Schnell

Ben Schnelle

Desiree Scully, MA

Raj D. Shah, MD

Itedal Shalabi, MSW
Darielle D. Sherrod, MPH
Kyle Smith

Diane Slezak, MBA

Padraic Stanley, MSW, LCSW

Sharon Stolz
Richard Suiarez
Timothy Wang, MPH
Terry Willcockson
Tom Wilson

Amy Zimmerman, JD
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Public Health Equity
Center Committee

Claudia Fegan (Chair)
Karen Aguirre

Lon Berkeley

Joe Feinglass
Michael Gelder
Robyn Golden

Ray Mendez

Linda Rae Murray
Steve Rothschild
Mildred Williamson
Tom Wilson

Aging Equity Center
Committee

Michael Gelder (Chair)
Carol Aronson

Julie Bobitt

Bonnie Ewald

Robyn Golden

John Holton

Sara Lindholm

Amy Lulich

Rene Luna

Alizandra Medina
Phyllis Mitzen

Margie Schaps

Tom Wilson

Community-Based Birth
Justice Strategic Plan
Coordinating Committee

Star August Ali (Chair)
Anna Yankelev (Facilitator)
Nikia Grayson

Lakeesha Harris

Nora Kropp

Jeanine Valrie Logan
Chastity Mays

Charisse Montgomery
Tracey Smith

Mary Sommers



Financial Report

January I—December 31, 2025

Unaudited financials as of January 15, 2026. Final audited financials will be posted

on the website when complete.

Statement of Financial Position

Assets

Cash + Cash Equivalents $1,053,772
Accounts Receivable 1,121,435
Prepaid Expenses 4,346
Total Current Assets $2,199,553
Other Assets 269,241
Total Assets $2,448,794
Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities Accounts

Payable and Accrued Expenses $242,711
Payroll Liabilities 4,786
Total Liabilities $523,884
Net Assets

Unrestricted $686,356
Temporarily Restricted 1,452,904
Total Net Assets $1,924,91M1
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,448,794
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Financial Report, continued

Statement of Activities

Support and Revenue

Grants and Contributions $1,709,019
Government Contracts 855,783
Special Events 247,361
Program Income 104,881
Interest 11,006
Total Support and Revenue $2,928,050
Expenses

Program Services $2,451,071
Support Services Administrative 408,512
Fundraising 282,816
Total Expenses $3,142,399
Net Assets Beginning of Year $2,139,260
Net Assets End of Year $1,924,911

Fiscal Sponsorships

In 2025 Health & Medicine acted as a fiscal sponsor for the following organizations and programs:

CHE Cook County

Rush University, Center for Health and Social Care Integration
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